[Accidental poisoning with podophyllin: a case with study of peripheral nerve].
A 53 year-old veterinary surgeon accidentally ingested 0.8 g of podophyllin. Twelve hours later, he was deeply comatose, with clinical and EMG signs of extensive axonal sensorimotor and autonomic peripheral neuropathy. In addition, transient bone marrow and hepatic toxicity occurred. The coma lasted 2 weeks. Systemic and neurological disturbances started to improve at 3 months post-onset, but the patient died four months later from gastro-intestinal bleeding. Sural nerve biopsy showed loss of myelinated fibers and signs of axonal degeneration with type E teased fibers. The cytoplasm of Schwann and endothelial cells was vacuolated and swelled. Diffuse interstitial aedema was noted. Podophyllin acts as a spindle poison, binds microtubular proteins and inhibits axoplasmic flow.